Highlights from 2024 seen while doing the monthly bird walks, compiled by Andrew Steele

January 
Good numbers of Fieldfares were seen along the railway track and a small gathering of Redpolls when seen along the hedge on the edge of the wildflowers meadow also a notable count of blue tits on site.

February 
Fieldfares were replaced by redwing along the railway track and a small gathering of Redpolls when still along the hedge on the edge of the wildflowers meadow also a notable count of blue tits and great tits still present on site as they look to breed.

March
Redwings along the railway track and fieldfares in the trees near the carpark and the gathering of Redpolls had increased to 77 birds along the hedge on the edge of the wildflowers meadow along with sounds of Woodpeckers and Nuthatches looking to breed in the woods and a few of the breeding warblers returning with Chiff-chaffs and the odd blackcap singing. Also peak month for Yellowhammer.

April
Warbler song reached its peak at the end of the month with high numbers of Blackcaps and Chiff-chaffs joined by Garden Warblers, Whitethroats and Lesser Whitethroats but only 1 Willow Warbler and Skylarks number reaching its peak in the meadows. 

May
Warbler song still high by the middle of the month. This included Blackcaps, Chiff-chaffs,Garden Warblers, Whitethroats and Lesser Whitethroats but still only 1 Willow Warbler. Also the first Raven of the year was seen.

June/July
These months were quite similar with lots of warblers around and lots of young birds appearing to feed on the insects. The Goldfinch flock also increased in numbers as the young birds fledged. Swifts and Swallows were feeding their young around Pound farm and the scout hut and a few Sand Martins flew through with the House Martins.

August
The young warblers were calling a lot more around the site and the House Martins were in full breeding mode and in better numbers than last year.

September
The migrants were starting to move through with a few Willow Warbler with the Chiff-Chaffs. A single Spotted flycatcher was seen in the flavoured area at the back of Wells and Puddlers wood regular in August/ September.

October
	Good numbers of passage Redwing with Siskin and Brambling and Blackbirds. 
High numbers of gull feeding in the field behind the wildflower meadow along with Pheasant.
Good size flock of Redpolls was seen back along with the best flock size of goldfinches this year.

November
A few Redwing and fieldfield were seen flying over on passage along with a few Siskin. 
Good numbers of Woodpigeons were seen heading south as is usually for november.
Also noteable a good flock of Pied Wagtail in the field by the wild flower meadow and Raven over early from the carpark

December
	Big numbers of Woodpigeon were feeding on fields by the railway line and a good flock of fieldfare was seen feeding.
A high number of Common Gull was seen on the fields behind the wild meadows and unusually a pair of Fallow deer was seen.







